
 

 

 

BUILDING RESEARCH CHECKLIST  
(inclusive dates provided)  
 

 

 
 

City Treasurer Records  

• Tax Digests, 1809-1977 (RS 5600CT-70) [use microfilm at Bull Street Library]* 

• Tax Assessment Books, 1854-1912 (RS 5600CT-90) [use microfilm at Bull Street Library]* 

• Real Estate Assessment Records, 1904-1942 (RS 5600CT-180)* 

• Real Estate Ledger Books, 1809-1821, 1904-1950 (RS 5600CT-190)* 

• Property Transfer Books, 1869-1926 (RS 5600CT-200) 

• Ground Rent Books and Ground Rent Receipts, 1791-1963 (RS 5600CT-330) 
 

Clerk of Council’s Office Records  

• City Council Meeting Papers—Permits, 1909-1941 (1909-1919 indexed) (RS 0115-001) 
1909-1919 Index Digitized: by Street Name ; by Ward 

• City Council Meeting Papers—Contracts (RS 0115-002)  

• City Council Meeting Papers—Deeds (RS 0115-003)   

• Deed Books to City Lots, 1850-1933 (RS 5600CL-80) 
 

Engineering Department Records  

• City Map—Ward Book, 1910 (RS 5600EN-95)  

• Private Property Surveys: Applications with Plats, 1887-1953 (RS 5600EN-120)  
Select Digitized Records: 5600EN-120A Private Property Surveys Index 

• Retrospective Maps Collection—General Maps (RS 3121-007)  
Select Digitized Records: General Maps 

• Retrospective Maps Collection—East/West Maps (RS 3121-008)  

• Retrospective Maps Collection—Property Maps (RS 3121-009) 
Select Digitized Records: Property Maps  

• Retrospective Plans/Designs Collection (RS 3121-010)  
Select Digitized Records: Plans and Designs 

• Cadastral Survey, Savannah – Ward Survey Maps (RS 3121-019) 
Collection Fully Digitized  

• Retrospective Maps Collection – Subdivision Maps (RS 3121-020) 
Select Digitized Records: Major Subdivision Maps 
 

Inspections Department Records  

• Improvement Books, by ward 1875-1895, date 1895-1924, or name 1901-1924 (RS 5600IN-10) 
  Select Digitized Records: 5600IN-10.1 

• Building Permits, 1899-1937 (RS 5600IN-20) 

• Permit Register Indexes, 1897-1908 (RS 5600IN-30) 

• Applications for Building Permits, 1866-1908, 1959-1977 (RS 5600IN-40, 50) 

• Records of Inspections, 1967-1974 (RS 5600IN-70)  
 

 
Research Library & Municipal Archives Collections 

• Mayor’s/Municipal Annual Reports, 1855-1953 (RS 5600MY-50/60)  
Select Digitized Records: Mayor's/Municipal Annual Reports, 1855-1923 

• Photograph Collections, Artwork of Savannah… (1902)  
See also: Digital Image Catalog 

• Savannah Area Local Government Documents Collection (RS 1121-027)  

• Savannah Area Local Reference Files (RG 1121) 

http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/547
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/540
https://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/23196/0115-001-Permit-Index-by-Street-Name-1909-1919_rotated
https://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/23197/0115-001-Permit-Index-by-Ward-Name-1909-1919_rotated
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/498
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/501
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/491
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/510
https://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/510
https://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/21759/5600EN-120A_index_reduced
https://dlg.usg.edu/collection/gsg_edgm
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/506
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/509
https://savannahga.pastperfectonline.com/advancedsearch?utf8=%E2%9C%93&advanceSearchActivated=true&firstTimeSearch=true&search_include_objects=true&search_include_photos=true&search_include_archives=true&search_include_library=true&search_include_creators=true&search_include_people=true&search_include_containers=true&searchcat_1=&searchcat_2=3121-009&searchcat_3=&searchcat_4=&searchcat_5=&searchcat_6=&searchButton=Search
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/508
https://savannahga.pastperfectonline.com/advancedsearch?utf8=%E2%9C%93&advanceSearchActivated=true&firstTimeSearch=true&search_include_objects=true&search_include_photos=true&search_include_archives=true&search_include_library=true&search_include_creators=true&search_include_people=true&search_include_containers=true&searchcat_1=&searchcat_2=3121-010&searchcat_3=&searchcat_4=&searchcat_5=&searchcat_6=&searchButton=Search
https://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/541
https://dlg.usg.edu/collection/gsg_scswsm
https://dlg.usg.edu/collection/gsg_edmsm
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/584
https://www.savannahga.gov/3348/5600-IN---Inspections-Department-Digitiz
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/581
http://dlg.galileo.usg.edu/savannahmayor/
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/572
https://savannahga.pastperfectonline.com/
http://www.savannahga.gov/index.aspx?NID=793
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/550


 

 

• Historic Savannah Ward Inventory Notebooks, 1960s (RS 1121-073)  

• Architectural Drawings and Plans (Non-City Buildings), 1934-2014 (RS 1121-061) 
 
Other Collections:  

• Public Development Bureau Records – Retrospective Plans Collection (RS 3101-019) 

• Buildings and Grounds Maintenance Department – Plans and Designs Collection (RS 6120-004) 

• Metropolitan Planning Commission Historic Preservation Photograph Collection (RS 8126-006) 
Select Digitized Records: MPC Historic Preservation Photographs 

• Savannah Development and Renewal Authority Photograph Collection (RS 3206-004) 
Select Digitized Records: Images from the SDRA photograph collection 

• Revenue Department Real Estate Appraisal Reports, 1950-1959 (RS 1111-101) 

• Savannah Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, 1916-1973 (RS 8126-007) [Collection fully digitized] 
 
 
 

 

For more information or to set up a research appointment, contact the Archivist at 
(912) 651-6412 or archives@savannahga.gov.  
 
All finding aids are available online at http://www.savannahga.gov/collections.   
 
* Denotes Records available on Ancestry.com 

 

Revised November 2021 
 
 

http://www.savannahga.gov/2947/Ward-Notebooks
https://savannahga.sharepoint.com/sites/1121MunicipalArchives/Internal%20Documents/Forms&Procedures/Archives%20Forms%20Procedures/ResearchChecklists/•%09Public%20Development%20Bureau%20Records%20–%20Retrospective%20Plans%20Collection%20(RS%203101-019)
http://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/561
http://savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/18751/6120-004_BuildingsGroundsPlansDesigns_FA_2020-03-30
http://savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/16620/8126-006_MPC-HP-Photos_FindingAid
https://savannahga.pastperfectonline.com/advancedsearch?utf8=%E2%9C%93&advanceSearchActivated=true&firstTimeSearch=true&search_include_objects=true&search_include_photos=true&search_include_archives=true&search_include_library=true&search_include_creators=true&search_include_people=true&search_include_containers=true&searchcat_1=&searchcat_2=8126-006&searchcat_3=&searchcat_4=&searchcat_5=&searchcat_6=&searchButton=Search
http://savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/16452/3206-004_SDRAphotograph_FA_2019-04-11
https://savannahga.pastperfectonline.com/advancedsearch?utf8=%E2%9C%93&advanceSearchActivated=true&firstTimeSearch=true&search_include_objects=true&search_include_photos=true&search_include_archives=true&search_include_library=true&search_include_creators=true&search_include_people=true&search_include_containers=true&searchcat_1=&searchcat_2=3206-004&searchcat_3=&searchcat_4=&searchcat_5=&searchcat_6=&searchButton=Search
https://www.savannahga.gov/DocumentCenter/View/23094/1111-101_RealEstateAppraisals_FindingAid_2021-11-29
https://www.savannahga.gov/3291/Sanborn-Fire-Insurance-Maps-for-Savannah
mailto:archives@savannahga.gov
http://www.savannahga.gov/collections

